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Born in Leatherwood, Porter Township, Clarion County, PA in 

1835, Hunter Corbett was educated at Washington and Jefferson College 

and Princeton Theological Seminary. With his new bride, Lizzie 

(Culbertson), he sailed for China in 1863. After a six-month voyage 

around the Cape of Good Hope and shipwreck off the China coast, they 

arrived at Chefoo in the middle of winter.  After several years they 

established a permanent residence at Yantai and began evangelistic work.  

     Hunter Corbett was described as an "indefatigable initiator". He 

belonged to the Shantung province which has a population of 29,000,000 

in a region about the size of Missouri.  He traveled over the whole 

province by horse, mule cart, and foot. Added to this were incidents when 

was reviled and stoned. Hunter Corbett was unconventional. He rented a 

theater, converted the back rooms into a museum stocked with objects of 

interest from around the world, and after services the museum doors 

would open. In 1900, 72,000 people listened to his preaching and visited 

the museum.  Hunter Corbett Academy was founded by him. In 1906 he 

was elected moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian                                  

Church, U.S.A.  Corbett ministered in China for 56 years.  He died in 

Chefoo on Jan 7, 1920. 

 

 
      Hunter Corbett was married three times, first to Lizzie Culbertson in 1863 who died in Chefoo in 1873. In 

1875 he returned to Porter Township on furlough and on September 18 married Mary Campbell Nixon.  They 

returned to China in 1876, and she died the following year, 1888, in Chefoo.  His 3rd wife and widow, Helen 

Sutherland Corbett, died in 1936 in Shanghai. 

     Hunter Corbett had twelve children, four by each wife.  He called the first four “The Ancients”, the second 

four, “The Medievals” and the third four “The Moderns”. The oldest boy, Ross, died in China. His namesake, 

Hunter, drowned at Leatherwood while visiting, and is buried in the Leatherwood Presbyterian Cemetery.  

Several of the children stayed with their grandparents in Porter Township. 

    Hunter Corbett was an outstanding figure in the Protestant missionary movement of the 19th Century. His work 

consisted chiefly in evangelistic itineration and his diaries relate day-by-day experiences traveling through 

Shantung province, preaching without ceasing. When at home on furlough in Porter Township, he was a great 

speaker and powerful advocate of the missionary enterprise and was guest of honor everywhere   

    Of historical interest are Corbett’s diaries, papers and correspondences, including the Boxer Uprising, 1900.  

His papers were passed to Harold F. Smith from Charles H. Corbett in 1965 and have been used in writing a 

chronicle of the Corbett family.  
     The Corbett Papers are in The Burke Library Archives, Columbia University Libraries, and Union Theological 

Seminary, New York.  The book, “Hunter Corbett and his Family”, is in the Fulton Library & Archives at The 

Clarion County Historical Society.   The boyhood home of Hunter Corbett, located on Huber Road in Porter 

Township, is being restored by the Corbett family. 
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